American Revolution Worksheet


1. The American Revolution was justified by new political ideas about the relationship between people and their government, which were inspired by the following people. Research their works and fill in the chart below with information about their contribution to the American Revolution.
	Who?
	Main ideas/writings? 
	Significance or Importance?

	John Locke
	
	

	Thomas Paine
	
	

	Thomas Jefferson
	
	


2. 
In an effort to pay off the debt from the French and Indian War and prevent future conflicts, the British begin to take actions that angered the American colonist and led to the American Revolution. Create a timeline on a separate sheet of paper and list the following items in chronological order, including the date.

1. Battle of Yorktown
2. Intolerable Acts

3. Navigation Acts

4. Battle of Saratoga

5. Declaration of Independence

6. Tea Act
7. Common Sense
8. Olive Branch Petition
9. Boston Massacre

10. Declaratory Act

11. Stamp Act

12. French and Indian war

13. Lexington and Concord

14. Sugar Act

15. 1st Continental Congress

16. Proclamation of 1763

17. Boston Tea Party

18. Townshend Act

3. 
The American colonists can be divided into three groups based on their opinion about the Revolutionary War. Fill in the chart below by describing the opinions, beliefs, and characteristics of each group. You may also list the names of any particularly influential members of these groups or nicknames given to these groups.
	Patriots
	Loyalist
	Neutrals

	
	
	


4. The American victory in the Revolutionary War was unexpected and shocked the world. On the table below, define the advantages and disadvantages of each side and then give the reasons for the outcome.

	British
	Patriots

	Strengths


	Weaknesses
	Strengths
	Weaknesses

	Factors leading to American Victory

	Military Factors

· ________________________________________

· ________________________________________

· ________________________________________

· ________________________________________

· ________________________________________
	Diplomatic Factors
· ____________________________________
· _____________________________________




5. The Declaration of Independence is an important document in United States History, but it does not have the force of law like the Constitution does. This means that laws can contradict what the Declaration of Independence says, but it explains the key principles of equality, liberty, and the “pursuit of happiness” that the country is founded on and has given all Americans an ideal to work toward. In the chart below, explain how each of the following ideals have been applied over time; increasing political, social, and economic participation.

	Equality = 
Political Participation
	Liberty = 
Social Participation
	Pursuit of Happiness = 
Economic Participation

	14th Amendment –

15th Amendment -
19th Amendment - 

Education helps people participate effectively in Government. Virginia’s constitution guarantees the right to free, public _____________________.
	13th Amendment - 
Civil rights were extended in the 1950s, 1960s, and 1970s to 
_____________________________, _____________________________, _____________________________ and other groups.
	5th Amendment – 
Protecting ___________________ rights, so people do not lose their economic security.

Laws have been made to regulate the ______________ enterprise system to ensure the safety of workers and the community.


